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eity to ralse rates aud abolish the pro
vision in the ordinance callimg for re
vision every five years,

They want to keep the people where
they have them so that they can't gt
away.

The “expert” on pages 106 and 104
of his report apparently feels much
sympathy for the company oa this sub

jeat.
Will the aldermen show any sym-
pathy for the peeple?

A

The ulop‘nno monopoly cbliges the
users of nickel phones to guarantee b
cents per day. If the monthly deposit
of nickels falls short of the guaranies
the company makes the phone remter
pay the difteremce. If there should
happen to be an excess of nickels the
company gobbles them all. The phone
renter gets no oredit for that excess.
That's the logle of the monopoly.

Mg,

The Telephone Trust doesn’t want
much from the City Council.

It only wants the phone rates ralsed
a trifle. They are not high enough at
present to swell the dividends of the
local and the parent company.

It only wants permission to install
pay-In-advance slot machines all over
the city, because people are not losing
enough nickels already.

It wants the people to bear more of
its earning expenses than they do now,

It wants them to deposit a nickel
before they can get police or fire pro-
tection on an emergency call.

It wants the city to give it free
reln to carry out its designs on the
publie.

It wants a great deal more.

What aldermen will sell out thelr
constituents to help this monopoly?

A,

Mayor Harrison made a popular
move when he ordered a nmew report
on the telephone situation. The “ex-
pert” whose report is now In the
bands of the Council Committes fav-
ored the ralsing of rates and a gen-
eral contribution to the neceasities of
the phone gang. His report strangely
enough showed that the Chicago
wranch of the monopoly is ownad
Body, boots and breeches by the
American Telephone crowd who com-
trol the telephone business of the
whole country. His report also shows
that the Chicago branch of the monop-
oly is obliged to buy all of its equip-
ment from & notorious Eleotrie Com-
pany which is also owned by the
American Telephone Trust. This com:
pany makes its own prices for what
it sells to the other concern and the
people of Chicago are expectsd to pay
for the profits of both subsidiary insti-
tutions of the Trust,

Talk about the Tobacco Trust, the
Standard Ol Trust and every other
trust. The trust that {s the real thing
is the Telephone Trust. This Truat
hits over & quarter of & million people
in Chicago. Recently it has grown 40
bold that It managed to grab off for
the purchase of Its watered stook a
big sum of money donated by the gen:
erous Chicago public for the immed!-
ate rellef of the widows and orphans
of brave firemen who gave up their
lives last December in the discharge
of thelr duty. Any alderman who
votes for an ordinance favoring the
Telephone Trust deserves the ignom-
iny which he will certainly recelve.

P S

The telephone monopoly in Chicago
has grown to be an unbearable nuls-
ance.

The service 1a rotten.

The scandal attendant on the pass-
age of the telephone ordinance by the
counclil five years ago Ia not forgot
ten.

The passage of the presemt ordl-
pance will result in something more
than scandal for the facts will be
easler o get at,

Any alderman who votes for an In:
crease of rates will be branded as he
ought to bes

The Chicago American of June 26
contalned the fal,lowlnl vigorous ar-
ticle on the subject of & merger:

The New York Times announces
that there is hope of telephone com-
petition in New York City and that
Armour, the great packer of Chicago
{s sald to be back of the plan.

The idea is to buy up certaln fran-
chises in the State of New York, es-
pecially to get an entrance into New
York City, and to give to the citisens
the benefit of telephone competition
and of actually cheap service,

The idea of cheap telephone service
{s going to grow in the United States,
and eventually it is golng to be real
tzed. despite the power of any mon
opoly or the profits of any group of
Individuals.

It costs less, or under proper man-
agement would cost less, to send a

telephone meseage than to send a
letter.

There was a time in the United
States when private Individuals ex-
ploited the malls and when the citl-
zen writing a letter paid from ten
cents to a dollar or more to have
it delivered. Government ownarship,
economical, businesslike methods,
Lhave reduced the price of sending let-
ters to two cents all over the United
States—even In the Kilondike, where
the letters are carried on dog sledges.

And sane, businesalike adminfstra.
tion of the telephone system of this
country, with the latest up-to-date au-
tomatic methods, would make tele
phoning as cheap as writing letters,
and cheaper.

That will not come at once, but a
very great improvement will come,
and right away.

The price charged by the Bell mon-
opoly is preposterous—theres Is mno
worse form of extortion among all the
extortions in the United States.

A man who lives in the suburbes
thirty miles from a big city gets a
commutation ticket, The rallroad
carries his twohundred-pound body
back and forth twice a day for
twenty-five cents a day. If he wants
to talk to his house twice a day the
telephone company charges him sixty
elo:tl. and charges for the wire be
siden.

In other words, the telephone mon-
opoly charges more than twice as
much to carry over a wire & human
voice, which weighs nothing, as the
rallroad charges to carry a two-hun-
dred-.pound man over thirty miles of
solid steel ralls.

And the railroad has to have ten
minals, and locomotives, and power;
whereas, with the telephone,
run'll volce is the chief power
nvo!

Armout of Chicago is & man who
could give the people of this country
the benefit of cheap talephone service
~if he should make up his mind to do
it. He bas proved his ability as an
organizer; he is a man of great
wealth and of unusual industry and
application. It is notorious that his
working hours are from seven in the
morning until six in the evening, and
that work is he only amusement.

The idea 8 mot vislonary, for An
mour, assoclated with others—with the
Harriman estate, with Kennedy Todd
and De Forest of New York, and with
the recelvers of the Chicago subway
a5 & body—has already begun the
work of giving genuinely cheap and
efficient telophone service to the eity
of Chicago.

In Chicago the receivers of the sub-
way bave installed already more than
twenty-ive thousand automatio tele
phones. They give an unlimited serv.
ice for §86 a year—about one-half the
charge of the Bell monopoly. They
give unlimited telephone service to
private families for less than thirty
dollars a year. With a full extension
of their system even the peorest fam-
ilies will use the telephones, and be
better off at the end of the Yyear
through the saving of carfare.

The charge for pay stations with
this new system, which is backed by
Armour and the others, is three cents
per call, and the intention is to lower
this rate eventually from three cents
to one cent At one cent the profit
would be enormous, with the ecomo
mies of the automatic telephone and
a sufficlent number of subscriters.

The right plan would be, of course,
for the business men of New York
who pay enormous tolls to the tele
phone monopoly to get together, to
bind themselves to take a new service
—an automatic cheap service with
certaln guarantees — and through
pressure of publie opinion compel the
granting of a franchise to an auto
miatic company charging the lowest
ponsible rate.

But it {s dificult to get business
men to unite; difficult to make them
resent effectively even the most pal-
pable extortlon,

The chlef hope llea In the courage,
energy and business knowledge of
such a man as Armour, who has the
money, who is not frightened by the
power of a monopoly, and who might,
if he chose, be remembered as one of
the real benefactors of the country
by breaking down the telephone mon-
opoly and making of the great tele
phone convenlence a blessing within
the reach of all and as cheap, In pro-
portion, as the national postoffice.

A,

The telephone trust is the most
grinding of the many trusts that exist
In the United States.

It enuffs out competition by the
power of Its money and the people
are llke so many serfs to be used at
its own beck and call.

The rising tide of indignation will
never subslde untll the whole tele
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phone trust and Its aldes and abettors
are punished.

Charles F. DeWoody, division super
Intendent In the Department of Jus-
tlce mecret service, returned from a
trip on which it Is reported he has
been gathering information for the At-
torney-General regarding the alleged
Bell telephone monopoly.

it fs reported that an investigation
national In its scope, I8 being carried
on by the forces of Attorney-General
Wickersham looking to the filing of
proceedings for the dissolution of the
alleged trust. An exhaustive Investi.
gatlon has been going on in Chicago.
It 18 sald, of the operations of the Bel
syndicate alleged to be in violation of
the Sherman law.

“You have been West it Is under-
stood for the purpose of getting data
bearing on the alleged telephone
trust, have you not?" DeWoody was
asked.

“That i& n matter that 1 cannot
posslbly discuss. There is nothing
that we oan announce regarding any
such Investigation,” was the reply.

We take the following from page
24 of the "Report on the Causes of
Municipal Corruption In San Fran-
cisco as disclosed by the investiga
tions of the Oliver grand jury and the
prosecution of certain persons for
bribery and other offenses against the
state,” made by a committes appoint
ed by the mayor of that city and pub-
lished by order of the board of su-
pervisors, oity and county of Ban
Francisco, January 6, 1910:

“The Pacifi- Telephone and Tele-
graph Company bribed the Supervis-
ors to prevent the Home Telephone
vompany or any other organisation
from obtaining a telephone franchise
in S8an Francisco. No attack of any
kind on the Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company was threatened
by the Eupervisors, and the sole pur-
pose of the orime was to maintaln a
profit which might be cut by the

paratus angd supplies,”
tract was emtered Iamtn
local telephone eompany
trical company, both of
by the Bell monopoly,

local company agreed to
of its supplies from the
pany. Under the terma
tract the electrical company
dellver to the telephone company rll
telephone appliances manufactured un-
der the license of the Bell Telephone
Company. The local telephone com-
pany, on the other hand, agrees to pur
chase all its supplies from the
trical company.

Here we have a fine sample of how
the parent monopoly makes the sud
sldiary momopolies plle up profits for
each other and the publle pays the
freight.

:

competition of business rivals, The should

Bupervisors were pald in all over
$30,000. The managing committoe of
the board of directors of the com
swore before the Grand Jury that they
did not know how the funds were
procured for the bribery.”

William

Kent, formerly a
man and reformer
other members of
polnted by the mayor of
co, Oct. 1%, 1808,

Chicago Dally News editorial, De-
cember 19, 1811

It has been the aim of the telephone
company to do away with unlimited
gervice as far as possidble and to re
quire all users of ita Instruments to
go on the measured service basls, Op-
position to the measured service plan
{s aroused whenever a patron of the
telephone company Is made to paAy
two tolls where one should be suffl-
clent.

The ordinary person in attempting
to telephone to a rallroad passenger
station, for example, I8 likely to ask
for the wrong number for the purpose
of his call, for so confusing {8 the
array of titles and numbers in the
telaphone directory that it ls often
difficult to decide upon the department
that 18 wanted, Frequently the Infor-
mation bureau at a raflroad station,
when appealed to, refers the inquirer
to another telephone number in the
same hullding. This necessitates the
pavment of a second toll, Telephone
operators are careful to prevent the
scecond enll from belng made without
the payment of a second nickel,

Both the rallroad companles and the
telephone compnny should do thelr
best to see that the arrangement of
department names in the telephone dl-
rectory 18 sufiiclently clear to enable
inquirers to call the first time for
the number they really want,

The city ought to have a bureau of
complaints to which appeals for the
improvement of faulty conditions of
gorvice might be made by patrons of
local public utility corporations.

From the learned telephone expert
whose report was submitied to the
Olty Council in May, 1811, we leara oa
pages 49 and 60, that the Bell Tele
phone monopoly that reaches all over
the country, owns & controlling inter
est in the local telephone company and
the Western Elsctrical Company. “The
latter is purely a manufacturing com-
pany,” says the report, “engaged Im
the manufacture of Bell telephone ap-

It is reported that the telephone
company has hit upon a new scheme
for the extraction of the nimble nickel
from the clothes of customers.

The new scheme is called the
“short ring."

Heretofore when a call was made
the telephome bells jingled a long
time or until they were answered.

Now, in some parts of the city they
are barely tapped.

Of course If the party called does
not hear the mlld ring or takes the
sound for a “erossed wire,” or a “mis
take,” the caller has to try it over
again and drop another mickel,

This nickel movement Is a great
thing.

In fact, in Chicago the telephone
company has discovered the riches
nickel mine on earth, -

Y i

Penny telephones are to be estab-
lished in Detroit and there is no good
reason why they should not be estab-
lished in Chicago. The following
dispatch from Detrolt explains itself:

“Reduction of local telephone rates
60 per coent for the average user,
elimination of the distinction beiween
‘resldences’ and ‘business’ telephones
nnd the establlshment of a rate of
$3.30 per month and 1 cent each for
outgoing messages in excess of 200
per month on single party lines, with
no limit on incoming ‘calls,’ are pro-
vided for In an ordinance, on which
a common c¢ouncil committee began

hearings."

The manner In which the capital
stock of the Chlengo Telephone Com-
pany has been Increased should be
investigated by the Aldermen,

The ¢ity I8 entitled to 8 per cent of
the groes receipts of the company.
Does It get it?

The following, taken from the Chl-
Sago Dally News of December 19,
1905, showa what was talked about in
former days:

“Efforts to force the Chlcago Tele
phone Company to produce its books
for public inspection were begumn In
the Clrcult Court today by the city
of Chicago, which asked an account-
ing with the company. It is declared
that since 1889 the telephone com-
pany has held out between $350,000
and $500,000 which it should have
pald the clty,

The city bases its demand for an
accounting upon ita agreement with
the company that 8 per cent of the

gross receipts should be pald the city
for franchise rights. The dlapute
|s over the receipts In the territories
annexed to Chicago since 1889, iIn-
cluding the towns of Hyde Park, Ci-
cero and Lake.

For fourteen years, it is declared,
the company caused to be prepared
“false and misleading statements of
its business, cunningly worded and
calculated to decelve and mislead”
the city's comptrollers. The state-
ments purporting to show the gross
receipts of the company, it Is assert-
ed, do not Include any recelpts from
the annexed territory or from long:
distance business.

Early in 1803, it |s declared, Comp-
troller McGann discovered that the
telephone company had been decelving
the oity. He appealed to the cor-
poration counsel for an opinion under
the ordinance and In September,
1603, was told the company's duty [s
to pay 3 per cent on the receipts in
the city limits as they at present ex-
Ist, Since that time, the city says, It
has been the custom of the city to
make receipts for compensation “on
account” that the city's rights might
not be prejudiced In the courts. At-
tempts by the mayor and finance com-

+| mittee of the council to get a settle

ment from the company of the city's
claims are sald to have falled, the
company refusing at all times to ex-
hibit its books of account to the clty's
representatives,

Coples of the ordinance of 1881, giv-
Ing the company a ninety-nine-year
grant in the streets, and of the com-
pany's acceptance of the ordinance,
were submitted with the demand for
an accounting. The ordinance shows
the company's original capital to have
been $500,000."

B. F. Weber's candidacy for Alder
man in the Twentysixth Ward s
growing stronger every day. His well-
known record as & business man and
as Alderman before is well known to
the people and all classes of Demo-
crats are rallying to his support.

Albert G. Wheeler justly deserves
the reputation he enjoys of belng one
of Chicago's leading and most highly
respected financlers.

|

Oscar F, Mayer would prove a win-
ner as the Democratic nominee for
State Treasurer.

)

Judge Dunne's candldacy for gov-
ernor s arousing enthusiasm all over
the state. He will carry Chicago by
an overwhelming . plurality and will
prove an easy winner on primary day.

)

Aldermen who favor telephone
monopolies will not be In much favor
with the people when election time

comes around.
\

)

The more the opposition, the big-
ger will be Dunne’s majority for Gov-

ernor.

The woods are full of congresaional
candidates. Here they are by dis
triots:
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FRED W. BLOOCKI,
Popular Democrat and Former City Treasurer Who Has Announced His
Candidacy for Member of the Board of Review.
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